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What does the Bible 

say about Suicide? January 2012 

 
 Where do you go when you die, heaven or hell, especially if you die by your own hand?  Does suicide automatically 
send you eternal punishment, as many believe?   
 

 The simple answer is “No”, not necessarily.  People do not lose their soul over a single act of sin.  A person who 
commits suicide does not automatically overarch the covenant with Christ.  For example, anyone who commits adultery does 
not suddenly end up unmarried. Divorce is a separate issue from adultery.  For second example, a disobedient son remains 
yet a son.  Being disinherited is another issue altogether. 

 

 Those who hold this suicide-sends-to-hell thinking wrongly believe that since the last act of your life was the sin of 
suicide, and that no time was left to repent and confess your sin, that you therefore enter eternity having committed the sin of 
murder, and therefore are eternally condemned.  This is not true, and reveals a lack of understanding the criteria for salvation 
and eternal habitation in heaven with Jesus.  Let me explain. 
 

 Foremost we must clearly understand that entrance into heaven is not contingent upon being sinless.  One thing 
alone gains you entrance to heaven:  that is accepting the Jesus as your savior.  Our eternal salvation,  and our subsequent 
eternal home in heaven, was purchased by Jesus life, when he died upon the cross.  And further, the good news is that He did 
not remain dead, but came to life again by the power of the Holy Spirit.  And even further, He calls us to receive that same 
power to live a new life, very different than the old shame- tormented life we previously endured.   
 

Please review these scriptures from the Bible that teach us four important lessons: 
 

1. The absolute revelation 

 God did not send his son to condemn the world, but to save it.   

 Those who do not believe on him stand condemned – they will perish. 
 

John 3:16-18 
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.  17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.  
 

18 "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. NKJV 
 

2. We are justified (allowed salvation) by faith in Jesus (not by our good works). 
Romans 3:28-29 
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. NKJV 

 

3. Jesus alone is the door (to heaven) 
John 10:7-10 
7 Then Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  8 All who ever came before 
Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be 
saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.  10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I 
have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.  NKJV 

 

Romans 5:1-3 
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. NKJV 
 

4.  The Law that condemns sin in us was taken out of the way by Jesus sacrifice on the cross 
Colossians 2:13-15 
13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, 
which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed 
principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. NKJV 
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Yes, suicide is a sin: 

 Yes, suicide is a sin.  To take the issues of life and death into our own hands is in direct violation to the 
Word of God in Exodus 20:13, which states: “You shall not murder.”  However, one sin does not necessarily 
damn you to hell, as stated previously. 
 

Pain and Suffering are realities in life: 

 Is the mercy of God able to cover those who take the path of least resistance (suicide)?  Yes. 

 Is the path of least resistance the best?  No. Maturing through trials is the best.  With difficultly comes 
maturity.  You eventually learn life in its real power. 
 

James 1:2-4 
2  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.  ESV 

 

Learn the discipline of deferred gratification 

 We are called to follow Jesus.  As we give up our personal rights, we find what we are truly searching for, 
true life.  Self-pity and selfish gratification stand in our way of what we need.  We are never victims. We have 
Father who loves us inseparably (Romans 8:38-39).  We are His sons (Galatians 4:1-7), not longer slaves to 
legalism. 
 

Is it possible to lose my salvation?  

 Salvation is not an irreversible arrangement.  You can lose your salvation.  However, that said, it is far 
more difficult than many think.  If this statement shocks or concerns you, relax, that is a good sign that this does 
not apply to you.  You still want your salvation and relationship to Jesus. 
 

From God’s side, salvation is an irrevocable contract: 
John 6:37   
Whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 

 

John 10:27-29   
27  My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  28  I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  29  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no 
one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 

 

There is a timeless covenant of free will.  
  

Nobody can take you out of God’s hand.  But you can take yourself out.  You still have the power of will.  
You can by your own free will, lose your soul, if you try hard enough: 

  

The three means whereby someone begins to dismantle the covenant of salvation: 
Hebrews 10:26-29 
26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who 
has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse 
punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood 
of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? NKJV 

 

1. Someone who has trampled the son of God underfoot 
 They demean it.  “I don’t care what Jesus says.” 
 

2. Treated as unholy the blood of the covenant 
 They devalue what is at the heart of salvation.  The “blood” is considered a common 
 thing.  It has no real worth to them.  They are indifferent to that which redeems and 
 purifies. 
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3. Has insulted the Spirit of grace 
 Like the unpardonable sin which is: attributing to the Holy Spirit the works of Satan. 

 

Matthew 12:31-32 
31 "Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the 
Spirit will not be forgiven men.  32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; 
but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. 
NKJV 

 

This would sound like these statements:   
 “What God is doing there at that church that is in reality the devils’ doing.”   

 “Spirit of God, leave me alone!”     
 

You don’t do this by accident.  You have to knowingly go to this place.  Your heart 
becomes hardened, and you don’t care what God thinks any longer.  The Holy Spirit no 
longer convicts you of your sin, and therefore you no longer care.  Your conscience is 
seared. 

 

Questions: 
 

1. Is the person who commits suicide suddenly relieved of the distress of this present life and wafted into 
the joyous presence of Jesus?    No. 

 

Here’s what they face - a moment of accountability before the Lord Jesus Christ who died to give them 
real life.  Jesus might say to you: “Everything you were to be for me is lost!  How could you waste in a 
moment all that I purchased for you?” 
 

However, God will wipe away all tears.  I wonder if it is the tears that result when confronted with the 
realization that you cut short your destiny and wasted everything.  “I wasted it all and I am sorry.” 
 

2. Are Christians who die immediately with Christ?  Yes.  To be absent from the body is to be present with 
the Lord.  (2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23)  There is no soul-sleep. 

 

What do you do now: 
1. Release all that has gone before you now unto God.   

 

2. Recognize that temptation to commit suicide is not sin.   
Jesus was tempted also by Satan, yet He never sinned. 
 

3. Resist.  Take a stance against the devil, and retreat into the fortress of God’s love and provision. 

 Circle yourself into the Spirit of praise.  Lift up Jesus and let the blood have its power. 

 Circle yourself with Christians and share let them stand with you.  You are not alone. 
 

4. Realize that hope comes from Christ Jesus.  Self-pity is sin, and we must not let it rule us.  You are not a 
victim, but instead victorious through the power of God flowing into you. 
 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we 

ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in 

the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Take hope 


